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Planned
ICC tolls
too high.
foes sav

Proposed highway
could cost drivers
up 10 $1,500 a year

BY MICHARL DRESSER
SN HETUREDK

A proposed east-west gh-
way wrouen the Washingion
suburbs would cost up to
$1.500 & year in tolls for a daily
rush-hour commuter. making
the road too costly for many
middle-income Marylanders
to use, opponents of the proj-
ect said yesterday:

Foes of the planned In-
tercounty Connector, the Ehr-
lich administration’s top
transportation prionty. said
the 18-mile road connecting
Interstates 270 and 95 1s a bad
deal for taxpayers.

“It won't be accessilide to a
lot of people if the state’s
planned tolls go into effect”
said Montgomery {lount
Councilman Phil Andrews,
who held 4 news conterence
with other ICC foes in Rock-
ville yesterday to call attention
1o the state's toll projections,

State Transportation Secre-
tary Robert L. Flanagan dis-
missed the comments as those
of a minonty of Marylanders
who “just don't want it built.”

He said that such criticism
~demeans working men and
women whaose Lme is valuable
to them.” and that the proy-
ected tolls compare favorably
with Lhe [ares on Washing-
ton's Metro system.

The opponents voiley
against the CC tolls 15 based
on state figures contajned ina
draft environmental impact
statement released late last
vear. A [inal version of the doc-
iPlease see 10U, 647

unient s expected W be isuetl in
e nest few weeks.

Andrews said the 10C detrac-
tors are calling attention to the
figures now becawse state officials
“huried” the prajections in the
H,000-pagse document,

From the time Gov. Robert L.
Fhrlich Jr. revived ptans for the
10 shortly alter taking office in
2003, admunistration officials
have said that tolls — and bonds
backed by that projected income
— - would play a vital vole n fi- .
nancing construction ot the high-
way through Prince George’s and
Montgomery counties. Flanagan .
has said tolls would vary de-
pending on the voluime of traffic
to conlrol Longestion.

The draft statemnent shows the
state projected 1CC tolls at three
levels — 130 17 and 20 ceals a i
mule. 1t dentifies the 17 cent tevel
as the 200 “basehine,” with a proj-
ected tall of 20 cents a mile by the
projected openti 2010,

Andrews siud the 17 cent rate
would amount to 36 a day lor a

round-trip. end-toend user — or

about 8 1,500 a4 year !

“IFyou're carnuns $40.000 4 vear
and taking home $30.000 a year.
that's 5 percent of vour toke-
home pay” he sad.

The fares far geing less than the
tull ¢istance trom the B95 corvi-
dor to 1276 would he lower

Andrews a Democral, s a long
tme TUC opponent whose posi-
tionn has put him at odds with
Monlgomery {ounty Txecutive
Do oglas M. Duncan and the coun-
cil majordy He was juined ot the
news conlerence by Dell Adri-
enne A Mandel o Montgomery
Democrat and Councilwoman
Marilyn Praizier. amnong others.

Andrews said a 17-cent-a-mitle
todl on the [LC woulld be signifi-
cantly hugher than those on other
t0ol) roads i the region He noted !
agcent-amide toll on the Pennsyl-
vanita [urnp:ke and aj
scent-a-nule tali on the New Jer-
sey Turnpike. |

But those highways die decades
old and were pand for long ago Pe-
ter Samuel, cditor and pubiisher
ol the Prederick-hased Tofl Roads
Newsdetter, sad the (olls on those
fughways are fargely u.ed for'
maintenance rather than con-
struction. |

“The old ones are always
cheaper than the now ones.” he
saidd, roting Deldware s an ex- |
weplivi, You Just can't build |
new roads and charge the saume !
price the oid ones can charge ™

samuel sald the rates bemg
projecied for the 106 are not out
of line with those on other
mnre-recently-opened il roads
He saut i newer toll road i Cale
forma rharges up to 73

75 cents a
nule al peak congestion.

l

A Tuad TGULDY o tusy ur
han wrea. the 1CC would proha-
bly be uble to charge higher tolls |
than proposed in the draft, sam-
uel «aud !

Flanagan aisputed the comen-
tron that the projected 1CC tolls
AT OXCESsiVe,

"The cost to go the entire |
length of the Intercounty Con- |
nector i less than the cost i
take the Washington subway sys-
tem.” he sad. “Nebaody s eritictz-
mg the fares on the Washington ¢

subway system, and they!'
should’t be criticizing the fares
on the ICC.”

(Flanagan's companisen is aceu-
rate 1n certain cases — for in-
stance. @ maximum-distance nde
on the Metro at peak times vs. a
one-way 1CC trip — but not oth-
ers.)

Flanagan sawd the per-mile pro-
jections for the TCC were based

on comparisons with other re-
sional toll roads such as the Dul-
les Greenway in Northern Virgin-
ia (19 cents on weekdays) and 17
cents to 25 cents on the Poca-
hontas Parkway in Richmond.
He noted that the $3 toll on the

ti-mile Delaware Tornpike
comes to 27 cents a mle,

Flanagan said the {inal envi-
ronmerntal impact statement on
the 1CC is “in the final works.”
He said he's confident that 1t
will recomniend construction of
the road. which i projected to
cost 32,4 hilhon

After the final statement  the
proposal will be open for a new
round of public comments be-
fore the federal government
makes ils final decision.

Flanagan said the plan 15 on
track {0 bhegin work ncxt year —
when Fhrlich will be up for re-
clection — but allowed that the

fust projects launched may be
environmental improvements
designed to mitigate the impact
of the L.

Fven if the highway faces court
challenges. Lthe adminstration
will holid a 2006 groundbreaking
of seme kind. Flanagan <aid.

“We've earned il.” he said.



